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Aim

CHARM will develop a scientific base for the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive. The success of CHARM is dependent on the participation of scientific expertise from a wide range of disciplines and an active involvement of users. The aim of WP7 is to promote and ensure the dialogue between CHARM scientists and users during the program.

Task

We have identified three levels of communication:

· to know about CHARM, i.e. 

· to accept the results from CHARM, i.e. the scientific community, EEA, HELCOM

· to use the results from CHARM, i.e. persons responsible for implementation of the Water Framework Directive in the Baltic Sea Ecoregion

The three levels demand different strategies of communication. For spreading knowledge of CHARM the most important is to keep an updated homepage. Writing scientific papers and participate in scientific conferences are the vital for an acceptance of the results obtained in CHARM. That will be done within each WP. To get acceptance in the non-scientific community WP7 will be responsible for summarizing the results in a guide for users.

To ensure the involvement of users during the program, WP7 will establish an advisory group of users to be linked to the program. At least one representative from each country around the Baltic Sea will be invited to join the group. The advisory group and terms of reference for the group will be established during spring 2002. The advisory group will be invited to the annual meetings of CHARM. 
The WP’s in CHARM are tightly linked and there need to be a continuous communication on project-to-project level. Two annual meetings are planned, the first in Germany in autumn 2003 and the second in late summer/early autumn 2004. There will also be possibilities for a common workshop in winter 2003.   
